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Among participants in the 46th AUUC National Convention were: (seated, left to ri
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Shirley Uhryn, Dianna Kleparchuk, Debbie Skrabek, Gloria Gordienko, Luda Dabeka, Zena
Bolychuk, Pat Dzatko; (first standing row, left to right) Kathy Schubert, Larry Kleparchuk,
Janice Beck, Wilfred Szczesny, Lucy Nykolyshyn, Blyth Nuttall, Bob lvanochko, Lorna Clark;
(second standing row) Bill Uhryn, Vera Seychuk, Luda Dabeka, Emily Halldorson, Michael
Semanowich, George Sitak, Eugene Plawiuk; (last row) Dan Fung, Michael Parasiuk, Andrew

Thompson, Bob Seychuk, Glenn Michalchuk, Sharon Dentry.

The 46th AUUC National
Convention, held at the Ukr-
ainian Labour Templein Win-
nipeg on the weekend of Oc-
tober 8-10, 2016, was held in
a spirit of cooperative opti-
mism not seen since the 40th
AUUC National Convention
held in 1997, when the deci-
sion was made to relocate the
national office of the Associa-
tion of United Ukrainian Ca-
nadians to Edmonton.

Animportant factor in pro-
ducing the friendlier, more
cooperative atmosphere was
the new financial circum-
stances in which the AUUC
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findsitself. The sale of prop-
erty in Ontario and Alberta,
while not transforming the
AUUC into a mega-corpora-
tion, has provided funding to
enable the organization to re-
store programs which had
been eliminated and to look at
new initiatives.

An equally, perhaps even
more, important factor in pro-
ducing the new atmosphere
was the absence of divisive
issues on the convention floor.
For thefirsttimein years, the
supporters of the AUUC lead-
ership which was replaced in
2001, at the 41st National

Convention, were not a fac-
tor. Furthermore, for the mo-
ment at least (and for the fore-
seeable future, it is to be
hoped), the conflict within the
AUUC Edmonton Branch has
abated, and (again, for the
first timeinyears) did not ob-
trude unto the Convention’s
progress. Also, for the first
timein along time, there was
no conflict over management
or disposition of property.
The differences which con-
tinue to exist in the AUUC
were, for the most part, set
aside. Instead, the Branch del-
egates and National Commit-

The Next Issue

The next issue of the “UCH” will be dated Decem-
ber, 2016. Announcements of eventsin December, 2016,
or early January, 2017, as well as articles for the De-
cember, 2016, issue should be in our office by Novem-
ber 10. Thank you for your consideration.

tee members concentrated
their attention on a positive,
hopeful approach to the fu-
ture.

A significant example of
this new outlook was the dis-
cussion of the celebration in
2018 of the 100th anniversary
of the Association of United
Ukrainian Canadians. With an
empty treasury and declining
strength, the accent before the
Convention was on what the
organization could not do. The
Convention dedicated an en-
tire session discussing the an-
niversary, and emerged with
anew focus — the “We can't
do afestival,” attitude wasre-
placed by a “How can we do
afestival?’ approach.

In the new spirit, the Na-
tional Committee is meeting
on the weekend of November
19 and 20, with National Com-
mittee Alternates and re-
source people, to explore the
possibilitiesfor afestival.

Of course, as was made
plain at the Convention, the
AUUC will celebrate its an-
niversary in other ways as
well, and not just with afesti-
val. Again, the delay means
that details and specific ideas
still remain to be decided.

Participantsin the Conven-
tion discussions were in no
mood to haggle over money,
but were interested in adding
to and strengthening the
AUUC legacy — not by do-

AUUC Declaration on the
125th Anniversary of Ukrainian
Immigration to Canada

This year, 2016, we mark
the 125th anniversary of the
arrival in Canada of Wasyl
Eleniak and Ivan Pylypiw,
Ukrainian peasants scouting
the land and evaluating its
meritsasanew homefor their
families and compatriots.
Much impressed by what
they saw, they became the
first two drops of atidal wave
of immigration from Ukraine.
Aswe mark this anniversary,
we celebrate the remarkable
achievements of the Ukrain-
ian Canadian community and
its members.

Those achievements have
been a magnificent contribu-
tion to the building of this
country. The Ukrainian peas-
ants (the “men in sheepskin
coats’ — and the women) who
were the overwhelming com-
ponent of the first wave of
immigrants, which stretched
from 1891 to the outbreak of
World War | in 1914, opened
up vast tracts of agricultural
land while also serving gov-
ernmental interest in securing
the land from possible Ameri-
can claims and making viable
the vision of arailroad span-

ning the continent “from sea
to sea”, from the eastern
maritime provinces to the
riches of the Pacific Ocean.
They helped build that rail-
road, adding their sweat and
blood to mile upon mile of steel.
They also helped build the
towns and cities that sprang
up along the main corridor of
communication and transpor-
tation and the branch lines.
Like many others, they often
gave life and limb in the for-
ests and mineswhich provided
the building materialsfeeding
(Continued on Page 2.)

nating to third parties, but by
building the AUUC compo-
nent, including the institutions
established over the years by
the AUUC.

Thisled to decisionsto con-
sider funding for the Canadian
Society for Ukrainian Labour
Research, agreement to assist
with upgrading the Winnipeg
Ukrainian Labour Temple,
restoration of the Ukrainian
Canadian Herald to eleven
issues annually, and an ex-
pressed interest in negotiating
arestructuring of the Taras H.
Shevchenko Museum and
Memorial Park Foundation to
provide moreflexibility to that
institution to achieve its pur-
poses.

The 46th AUUC National
Convention featured anumber
of innovations, at least as con-
cerns AUUC conventions.
The very first one was at the
very beginning — a smudge
ceremony conducted by elder
Madaleine Hatch. This was
only one of several ways in
which First Nations were part
of the Convention. (The next
issue of the “UCH” will carry
an article reporting on thisin

(Continued on Page 2.)
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Convention Steering Committee: (left to right) Wilfred
Szczesny, Kathy Schubert, Bob Seychuk, Glenn Michalchuk,

Debbie Skrabek.

(Continued From Page 1.)
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Ancther innovation, though
hardly an innovation in the
broader world outside AUUC
convention, was in the session
discussing the AUUC centen-
nial celebration. The Conven-
tion was divided into smaller
groups, which, after about an
hour and ahalf, returned to ple-
nary session to report on their
discussion.

Because the chair of the ses-
sion lacked experiencewiththis
form, the start was a bit rocky,
but the small groups, once
formed and in session, carried
on alively and productive dis-
cussion.

It was a busy Convention,
with numerous reports among
its agenda items. This began

E oo RO
Edmonton delegate Paul
Greene opposed seating the
National Committee.

Bob Seychuk was re-
elected National President.

with the President’s Report. In
his report, National President
Bob Seychuk discussed in some
detail the changed financial cir-
cumstances of the AUUC. He
also discussed at somelength a
letter sent to the National Com-
mitteein May, 2015, signed by
four Alberta Branch Presi-
dents.

Thereport spoke of the prob-
lem of declining membership,
and suggested some measures
to reverse the trend.

Questions of governancere-
lated to the Taras H. Shev-
chenko Museum and Memorial
Park Foundation and theAUUC
itself were broached. A discus-
sion of legacy led to several
proposals, including the addition
of the post of Past President to
the National Executive Com-

Elected at the Convention were: (Seated left to right) Shirley Uhryn, NC member; Dianna

Unlessotherwiseindi-
cated, photos for this
story are by Dennis
Lewycky.

mittee and increasing the Na-
tional Committee by an addi-
tional member.

President Seychuk ended his
report with a strong statement
against any thoughts of elimi-
nating the national level of lead-
ership or “Balkanizing” the or-
ganization.

A motion approving the ad-
dition of the Past President as
a voting member of the NEC
was passed, with Blyth Nuttall
and Eugene Plawiuk requesting
that their opposition be re-
corded. Enlarging the National
Committee by one was also
approved.

AUUC Edmonton Branch
President and del egate Andrew
Thompson requested that his
abstention on the vote to re-
ceivethe President’s Report be
recorded.

TheTreasurer’s Report, pre-
sented by Kathy Schubert, and
the Audit Committee Report,
given by Vera Seychuk, went

Welland delegate George
Sitak reported on activity in
his Branch.

— Photo: Wilfred Schubert
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Kleparchuk, NC member; Debbie Skrabek, National Recording-Secretary; Lorna Clark, NC
member; Gloria Gordienko, National Audit Committee; Kathy Schubert, National Treasurer;
(first row standing, left to right) Larry Kleparchuk, NC Alternate; Michael Parasiuk, NC mem-
ber; Vera Seychuk, National Audit Committee; Wilfred Szczesny, National Vice-President;
Bob Seychuk, National President; Luda Dabeka, NC Alternate; Bob Ivanochko, NC member;
(back row, standing left to right) Tim Gordienko, NC Alternate; Eugene Plawiuk, NC Alter-
nate; Andrew Thompson, NC member; Glenn Michalchuk, National Vice-Recording Secre-
tary; Eugene Semanowich, National Audit Committee; Emily Halldorson, NC member. Ab-
sent: Gerry Shmyr, National Past President; Nykol Kroeker, NC Alternate.

Treasurer Kathy Schubert
was re-elected to her post.

through with less controversy.

President Seychuk’s reports
from the Lands Development
Committee and the Investment
Committee, both of which he
chairs, generated interest but
not controversy.

The Constitution Committee
report presented by Wilfred
Szczesny wasreceived, and the
recommended constitutional
amendments were adopted, as
was the proposal that a Consti-
tution Committee be congtituted
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as a standing committee.

The Convention al so adopted
the* AUUC Declaration onthe
125th Anniversary of Ukrainian
Immigration to Canada’, also
presented by Wilfred Szczesny.
(The Declaration, which was
read at the Convention Banquet
and Concert that evening, ap-
pears on Page 1 of thisissue.)

Mr. Szczesny, Editor-in-
Chief of the “UCH”, also pre-
sented the Ukrainian Cana-

(Continued on Page 3.)

AUUC Edmonton Branch
President Andrew Thompson
was elected to the National
Committee.

AUUC Declaration

(Continued from Page 1.)
the hungry development proc-
€ss.

As generations of Cana-
dian-born members swelled
the community, along with
later generations of immi-
grantswho brought new skills
and potential, Ukrainian Ca-
nadians assumed new rolesin
Canadian society, often, and
increasingly, assuming leading
roles in all aspects of Cana-
dian national life. Ukrainian
Canadians were integrated
into the fabric of Canada.

Integrated, but not entirely
assimilated (though many in-
dividuals are), the Ukrainian
Canadian community has re-
tained a distinctive identity
enriching the mosaic that is
Canada. From foods that now
are standard fare in Canada,
to magnificent cultural festi-
vals drawing tens of thou-
sands of spectators and par-
ticipants, the Ukrainian factis
part of the consciousness of
Canada and Canadians.

Truly, we have much to cel-
ebrate as we commemorate
this anniversary.

We should never forget,
however, that our history isnot
all sweetness and light, good-
ness and positive achieve-
ment. The life of Ukrainian
immigrants and their descend-
ants has often been extremely
hard and brutal conditions
have often bred brutal behav-
iour. Domestic violence was
not unknown in our commu-
nity, and sectarian violenceis
a part of our history. If Ukr-
ainian Canadians exemplified
some of the loftiest human
ideals and highest Canadian
values, we have also shown
some of the basest character-
istics, and adopted some of

the most reprehensible beliefs.

While celebrating our com-
munal history and achieve-
ments, we do so with humil-
ity, in the knowledge that
Ukrainian Canadians are no
better, and no worse, than the
scores of other communities
in Canada.

Great events often come
with great pain. So it waswith
the mass migration from Ukr-
aine to Canada.

In Ukraine, divided be-
tween the Austro-Hungarian
and the Russian empires, the
pain was caused by inad-
eguate land allotments which,
after centuries of subdivision,
could no longer support the
peasant population, whilein-
dustrialization was not suffi-
ciently developed to absorb
the land-hungry masses. The
pain continued asfamiliesand
friendsweretorn apart, and it
did not end with thearrival on
the new land and the tremen-
dous challenges ahead.

In Canada, too, there was
pain as the indigenous popu-
lation was dispossessed of its
ancestral lands and relocated
to reserves which were inad-
equate to sustain their tradi-
tional waysof life— and vic-
timized by policies, many con-
tinuing to thisday, which have
been labelled genocidal, de-
signed to eliminate them as a
distinct group.

On this proud and happy
anniversary, we remember
that Ukrainian Canadians, for
the most part unwittingly, con-
tributed to the problems in-
flicted on aboriginal Canadi-
ans, and undertake, aswe cel-
ebrate ourselves, to be part of
the movement to correct that
historical tragedy.
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Edmonton delegates (left to right) Eugene Plawiuk, and
Andrew Thopmson, and NC member Blyth Nuttall, and NC
member Emily Halldorson are the picture of concentration.
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NC member Lorna Clark (left) and Richmond délegate
Janice Beck exchange a document, while Toronto delegate
Pat Dzatko looks on.
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NC member Michael Parasiuk and Edmonton delegate
Andrew Thompson discuss a point while NC member Dianna
Kleparchuk and Vancouver delegates Larry Kleparchuk and
Dan Fung await the call to order.

Office assistant Sharon Dentry and Registration Commit-
tee members Lucy Nykolyshyn (Regina delegate) and Olga
Shatulsky (Winnipeg member) share a table, with Winnipeg
member Myron Shatulsky in the background.

NC member Blyth Nuttall makes a point, while Welland
delegate George Sitak and NC member Emily Halldorson
study the document, and Winnipeg delegate Eugene
Semanowich and NAC member Gloria Gordienko look on.

(Continued from Page 2.)
dian Herald Report, which
was received. The motion to
restore the “UCH” to eleven
12-page issues was adopted.

The Convention also re-
ceived areport from the Taras
H. Shevchenko Museum and
Memorial Park Foundation,
presented by Resident Execu-
tive Committee nonvoting
member Wilfred Szczesny.
The Convention adopted a
motion to approve the Muse-
um’s Board of Directors,
elected at the Museum’s 20th
Annual General Meeting, as
well as another motion direct-
ing the AUUC National Com-
mittee to negotiate a new
agreement with the Museum
REC.

Lily Stearns, President of
the Canadian Society for
Ukrainian Labour Research,
was given voiceto deliver the
greeting and report of the
CSULR. The report was re-
ceived, and a motion calling
for the CSULR and the NC
consult about CSULR funding
was adopted.

National Committee member
and committee Chair Dianna
Kleparchuk presented a report
from the Performing Arts Com-
mittee, and National Treasurer
Kathy Schubert, Administrator
of the Manor, presented a re-
port from Ivan Franko Manor.
Both reports were received.

The Convention’s work in-
cluded consideration of many
resolutions, some received
from AUUC Branchesand oth-
ers generated by the Commit-
tee, presented by the Resolu-
tions Committee. (Texts of
some of these resolutions will
be printedin futureissuesof the
“UCH".)

Resolutions which were
adopted included: aresolution
opposing the Trans-Pacific
Partnership and CETA; a mo-
tion calling for Canada to get
out of NATO and another op-
posing the sale of armsto Saudi
Arabia; a motion on Grassy
Narrows,; amotion concerning
theMétisand LouisRiel; amo-
tion directing that Canadian pub-
licinstitutionspursuepoliciesto
“render First Nations equal
partnersin Canada; amotion or-
dering consultationwithAUUC
Winnipeg Branch onthefuture
of the Winnipeg Ukrainian La-
bour Temple; a motion calling
for the formation of a co-
ordinating committee

Referred to the NC were a
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Performing Arts Commit-
tee Chair Dianna Kleparchuk
was re-elected to the Na-
tional Committee.
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National

Elected at the 46th AUUC
National Convention

Executive Committee

Past President — Gerry Shmyr
President — Bob Seychuk
Vice-President — Wilfred Szczesny
Treasurer — Kathy Schubert
Recording Secretary — Debbie Skrabek
Vice-Recording Secretary — Glenn Michal chuk

National Committee Members

LornaClark
Emily Halldorson
Bob Ivanochko
Dianna Kleparchuk
Michael Parasiuk
Andrew Thompson
Shirley Uhryn

National Audit Members

GloriaGordienko
Eugene Semanowich
Vera Seychuk

National Committee Alternates

LudmilaDabeka
TimGordienko
Nykol Kroeker

Larry Kleparchuk
Eugene Plawiuk.

— Photo: Wilfred Szczesny

Emily Halldorson assisted
with the smudge ceremony.
She was re-elected to the
National Committee.

motion suggesting waysto cel-
ebrate the AUUC centennial,
and amotion concerning finan-
cial reporting to Branches,

Defeated were a resolution
calling for endorsement of the
LEAP Manifesto, and another
calling for abolition of the In-
dianAct.

Thelist of resolutionswhich
were discussed reveals a Con-
vention which considered more
social policy issues than has
been usual in the current cen-
tury. The resolutions list, like
other aspectsof the Convention,
show a heightened awareness
of First Nations issues, which
will bethetopic of anarticlein
the December, 2016, issue of the
“UCH".

The Convention was pre-
ceded by socializing in ahospi-
tality room at the Humhrey Inn,
where arriving del egates could
meet their fellows in an infor-
mal setting

The 46th AUUC National
Convention itself started with
routine items: singing “O
Canada’ (led by AUUC Ed-

monton Branch delegate Paul
Greene), a welcome from
AUUC Winnipeg Branch, de-
livered by NEC member and
Branch President Glenn
Michalchuk, a moment of si-
lence for members who died
since the 45th AUUC National
Convention, aCredentials Com-
mittee report (delivered by Na-
tional Committee member
DiannaKIleparchuk), and soon.

The Convention ended with
the traditional closing remarks
by the newly elected (inthisin-
stance, re-elected) National
President, and a session for of -
ficial photographs of Conven-
tion participants.

In between, there were
other traditional events, includ-
ing the election of National
Committee members and the
National Audit Committee (see
the box on this page), and the
Convention banquet and con-
cert, about which there will be
areport in the next issue.

With the positive energy
shown at the Convention, there
is no reason to doubt that the
AUUC isinfor some good ex-
periences in the near future.

— Photo: Wilfred Szczesny
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AUUC Welland Branch
President Glenn Michalchuk
was re-elected Vice-Record-
ing Secretary.
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Optimistic Convention

ANEDITORIAL by WILFRED SZCZESNY

What a difference a few million dollars can make!

What apleasureit wasto attend a convention, at long
last, at which a positive attitude was not a cause for
scorn, at which discussion was not about the best way
to end it but rather the best way to build it, at which the
existence of a future was assumed.

The 46th AUUC National Convention was almost eu-
phoric because of the new financial situation. Imple-
mentation of new programs and resuscitation of lapsed
ones was the order of the day. Talk of an orderly exit
gave way to strong affirmation that the Association of
United Ukrainian Canadians still has an important role
to play, both for its own members and for the broader
Canadian society.

Not so long ago, the idea of investing in the future of
the AUUC was pooh-poohed as unrealistic idealism, the
road to ruin. However, as it happened, AUUC Toronto
Branch and the Ukrainian Labour Temple Foundation
dared to invest in the AUUC, and their role in keeping
the AUUC afloat was recognized in the Treasurer’s
report to the Convention.

The AUUC now has to tackle its other problem —
declining membership. This problem has two aspects:
the aging and death of existing members, and the failure
to attract and retain significant numbers of new mem-
bers. Nothing can be done about the first issue, but solv-
ing the problem of attracting and retaining memberswill
make aging and death merely a natural fact of life.

The solution to new membersisin programming. That
means finding those activities which attract people, but
it isnot assimple asit sounds. There are many choices,
and the dangerslieinfailing to find the most promising
andinfailing to focusonjust afew of the many options.

Themoney is, after all, just afew million, and will be
soon be dissipated if the a scattergun approach is
adopted. The National Committee must identify key ar-
eas for expansion, and remain focussed on them. May
we make some suggestions?

One area for concentration is performing arts. The
former glory of the AUUC can, and must, be restored.

Another area is social activism. We would suggest
activity on seniors’ issues, including health care issues,
for obvious reasons. We would also suggest peace ac-
tivities, including matters of national security, and arange
of issuesinvolving living and working conditions.

Let the47th AUUC National Convention be optimis-
tic about membership!
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First Wave Ukrainians and Treaty 6
and Méetis Indigenous Peoples

Thetext below isadapted from a substantially longer paper. We present it as part
of the commemoration of the 125th anniversary of Ukrainian immigration to Canada.

Why isthishistory soim-
portant?

This discourse is about the
relations between the Cree,
Métis and Ukrainian peoples
who encountered each other
in the former Northwest Ter-
ritories in 1891 and beyond.
Why isthis history so impor-
tant? There are numerousrea-
sons, but akey oneisthat that
congenial relationship is evi-
dence that peaceful coexist-
ence is possible on Earth.

Treaty 6 People, Métis
and Ukrainians

When the Cree and other
First Nations negotiated and
signed Treaty 6in 1876 at Fort
Pitt and Fort Carlton, the in-
tent wasto preserve areserve
land base in perpetuity. The
treaty terms also allowed the
people accessto their original
territories for the purpose of
hunting, fishing and gathering.

The Métis people at that
time had no particular land
bases that they could call their
own, but they were dedicated
to convincing the national gov-
ernment to acknowledge that
their land rights existed.

The Ukrainian immigrants
settled on land that had been
the expansive domain of the
Cree and other indigenous
peoples prior to 1876.

Near Edmonton, in old
Strathcona, where the
Papaschase Cree reserve was
located, there was political
pressure to take back that land
for settlersand aright-of-way
for the Calgary to Edmonton
railway. Frank Oliver, in
charge of theimmigration of-
fice in Edmonton, was the
lead government official in
committing fraud that led to
the Papaschase Cree people
losing their reserve in
Strathcona (1890-94).

Patterns of Oppression/
Discrimination: Cree,
M étis and Ukrainians

At the time of the First
Wave, Cree, Métis and Ukr-
ainians all faced discrimina-
tion While Treaty 6 was in-
tended to protect the Cree and
other indigenous peoples, the

termsof theearly Indian Acts
had the opposite effects. Tra-
ditional religious ceremonies
were prohibited. Leaving the
reserve for whatever purpose
required apermit fromthe In-
dian agent. Selling grain from
the land required another per-
mit from the Indian agent.

The Métis people were in
status limbo. While land for
colonies did not come for
many years after the resist-
ance of 1885, scrip (avoucher
that could be converted to
cash) was offered as com-
pensation for purported inter-
estintheir original lands. They
were not recognized in the
federal constitution. That
came vaguely in 1982, when
the Canadian constitution was
repatriated, and more specifi-
cally in 2016, when the Su-
preme Court of Canada rec-
ognized the legal status of
Métis people. The nebulous
nature of Métis status | eft the
people squatting “illegally” on
Crown land and road allow-
ances.

Ukrainian people have been
subjected to discrimination.
Like that of the indigenous
peoples, there was overt and
subtle pressure to be assimi-
lated, to lose their identity.
From early days, the Cree
people had an awareness of
what was happening to both
groups. The Cree said: “We
get along best with the Ukrain-
ians.”

The Ukrainians were soon
labelled as “bohunks”, some-
thing pathetically derogatory.

At one point, as part of a
strategy for rapid assimilation,
authorities were considering
residential schools, like those
for indigenous children, for the
Ukrainian children.

After arriving in Canada,
some Ukrainian familieswere
placed in settlement camps,
sometimes for many months,
until homesteads could be
lined up; this meant blatant
exploitation of labour and un-
necessary hardship.

At first the children of im-
migrant families were reluc-

tantly admitted to school sys-
tems. Considering that the
language of the children was
Ukrainian, they were probably
regarded as a burden to the
school system.

As part of the whole colo-
nization regime, Ukrainian
names were often applied to
settlements, ignoring the fact
that indigenous peoples had
long before used their original
names for those places.

The unique harmonious
relationship between the
Saddle Lake Cree people
and the area Ukrainian im-
migrants

Some Ukrainian settlers
who homesteaded near Cache
Creek and Saddle Lake re-
serve, communicated with the
Cree peoplethrough sign lan-
guage and broken Cree and
English.

Saddle Lake Cree were
friendly toward theimmigrants
and taught them how to hunt,
fish, trap and pick berriesthat
were edible.

Immigrants from Ispas,
Bukovina, Ukraineworked for
the Sacred Heart Catholic
Mission at Saddle Lake,
where they learned Cree and
English. Someworked asfarm
hands, so they learned re-
gional agrarian practices.

Some immigrants attended
the Sacred Heart Catholic
church at Saddle Lake. Fol-
lowing settlement in the Sad-
dle Lake reserve area, some
of the young Ukrainians got
married in the Sacred Heart
Catholic church. Some de-
ceased Ukrainians were bur-
ied in the Catholic cemetery.

During the early days of
contact, some Saddle Lake
adults were involved with
Ukrainian farmers cleaning
barns and loading grain stooks
for transport to threshing ma-
chines.

In later times, some of the
settler farmers near Saddle
Lake reserve would bring
their garden produce and
baked goods to the farmers’
market on the Saddle Lakere-

(Continued on Page 8.)
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Vancouver AUUC
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Edmonton AUUC, Trembita Ensemble
www.ukrainiancentre-edm.ca
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http://www.poltava.ca/

Taras Shevchenko Museum:
www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum
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Tak bulo! That's How It Was!

)

A capacity audience, having enjoyed the catered buffet dinner, sat down to Watc Tak

bulo! That's How It Was!, the Edmonton AUUC commemoration of the 125th anniversary of
Ukrainian immigration to Canada,

On Saturday, September
24, following acatered buffet
banquet, AUUC Edmonton
Branch staged “Tak bulo!
That’s How It Was’, a com-
memoration of the 125th an-
niversary of Ukrainian immi-
gration to Canada. Staged at
the Ukrainian Centre to a ca-
pacity audience, this was an
ambitious and varied presen-
tation which did the Branch
proud.

As is becoming increas-
ingly common in the Associa-
tion of United Ukrainian Ca-
nadians, “Tak Bulo” began
with recognition that it was
being held on Treaty Six land.

For this purpose Chief Charles
Wood of the Saddle Lake First
Nation, accompanied by his
wife, Mary, pronounced a
blessing bilingually, in Cree
and English, for the success
of the gathering.

This ceremony was fol-
lowed by the sound of arail-
way steam whistle as Ivan
and Marusia, played by Bill
and Shirley Uhryn, entered the
room. Representing all the
Ukrainian immigrants of the
first wave, the couple took
their place on stage to serve
asaunifying elementin avery
diverse program.

The Poltava Dance Ensem-

ble’'s“Pryvit”, thefirst of five
dances performed by the
group, was billed as a “tradi-
tional Ukrainian welcome’.
Thereality isthat such awel-
come was in the tradition of
no Ukrainian village, though
elementsof it were. The bread
and salt, the spirit of generos-
ity and friendship, the in-
clusiveness — these were,
and are, all part of atraditional
Ukrainian welcome. But few
hosts could present those un-
derlying elements in such an
elegant package of imagina-
tively choreographed and
masterfully staged dance.
For some fifteen years,
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AUUC Edmonton Branch has
been riven by internal conflict,
from which it may finally be
emerging. The strife has dev-
astated the Branch’s once
magnificent performing arts.
In my opinion, the decisionto
invitethe Poltava Ensembleto
participatein “ Tak bulo!” was
a key to the success of the
project.

In each of its appearances,
the Poltava group showed
why it is one of the best in
Canada. Each dance had its
unique character, distinguish-
ing it clearly from all the oth-
ers.

The “Sailors' Dance” the
third on the Poltava list, was
performed with breathtaking
energy and precision by the
male dancers, who were the
epitome of manliness.

In their turn, the women in
the troupe’s fourth appear-
ance, danced “Vesnyanka” (a
spring dance) with the fresh-
ness and energy typical of the

o =

The Trembita Kalyna Daners, ayoung but growing group,
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season.
Poltava Ensemble’s final
dance, concluding the per-
forming arts component of
the evening, wasthe“Hopak”,
arousing number that — for
obvious reasons — usually
generates a standing ovation.
After the “Pryvit”, the as-
sembly was entertained by
Strings of the Heart. In their
first appearance, the duet of
Olesya Nazarenko and Ma-
rinaBarsukova, accompanied
by Svetlana Romanovaon the
piano, performed “ Misyats na
nebi” (Moon In the Sky),
“Tsvete teren” (The Black-
thorn Blooms), and “Oy u
hayu pry dunayu” (In a
Grove near the River).
Intheir second appearance,
after the intermission, the
women sang “Oy u veshne-
vomy sodochku” (In a
Cherry Orchard) and were
then joined by Walter di
Tomass in " Chom ty ne prey-
(Continued on Page 7.)

— Story Photos: Mark Greschner

performed “Molodi hutsulyata” (Young Hutsuls).

Toronto AUUC Opens Its Season

(‘;-\,/ & AT

hWM "' :
joyed banquet.

On Sunday, September 25,
AUUC Toronto Branch held
its Season Opening Banquet.

The decor exuded a classy
look of black and gold, with
paper pinwheels and spirals
suspended from the ceiling.

The round-table linens
were a complementary com-
bination of off-white and bur-
gundy, accented by callalily
centrepieces — atone set for
aregal occasion.

To honour the 125th anni-
versary of Ukrainian Immi-
gration to Canada, an archi-
val photo display of Toronto
Branch members and past
activities and events sur-
rounded the room. This dis-
play was created by Jerry
Dobrowol sky.

AUUC Toronto Branch opened its 2016-2017 season with a well-attended and ‘\;/verlien-

Also in celebration of the
significant anniversary, the
event culminated in avisit to
the neighbouring Shevchenko
Museum to see the exhibit
Promised Land.

It was truly a day of nos-
talgic reunion, as guestsfrom
as far away as Welland and
Guelph, and those affiliated
with not only the AUUC, but
also the Federation of Rus-
sian Canadians and the
Shevchenko Musical Ensem-
ble were among the 75 par-
ticipants.

While the guests socialized
and anticipated the meal to
come, they were charmed by
the melodic accordion tunes
played by musician Albert
|aboni.

As usual, the Ukrainian-
style meal, catered by the cel-
ebrated Baby Point Lounge,
was enjoyed by all.

Following the delicious
meal, the audience was enter-
tained by the talents of Albert,
Peter Krochak and Hunter
Zepp. Peter performed a cou-
ple of Ukrainian vocal solosas
well as providing keyboard
accompaniment; Albert sang
a collection a classic 20th
century tunes with the accor-
dion; and Hunter blended it all
with the background sound of
the tambourine.

Inspired by these talented
musicians, the audience rose
to the occasion by participat-
ing in an accompanied sing-
along of five Ukrainian songs,

Albert laboni (left) an< Peter Krochak provided entertain-

ment, with Hunter Zepp on background tambourine.

of Ceremonies

including “Vzyav by ya
bandura” and “Rozprya-
haite khloptsi koni”.

As many proceeded to the
Museum to see the exhibit,
many others (who had already
seenit) lingered, enjoying their
conversations and the con-
tinuing background music.
Most of the museum visitors
also returned and continued
the party!

DR, |
. Natalka Mocorukld the
sing-along.

If the success of this open-
ing event is any indication of
the coming year, it's going to
be a good one!

— B. Dobrowolsky
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Shevchenko Museum Holds AGM

The Taras H. Shevchenko
Museum and Memorial Park
Foundation held its Annual
General Meeting at the
AUUC Cultural Centrein To-

T |

3

-

ronto on Saturday, September
10. It was afull day, attended
by the Board of Directorsand
a smattering of others.

The meeting was opened

i

\

~ Selected to the Board of the Taras H. Shevchenko Museum were: (seated.‘, left to right)

by Andrew Gregorovich,
Foundation President, who
extended words of welcome.
After the agendawas adopted
and all attending members of

b

Shirley Uhryn, Edmonton; Bill Harasym (Past President); Lyudmyla Pogoryelova (Director);
Andrew Gregorovich, President; Nancy Stewart, Treasurer, Bernardine Dobrowolsky, Re-
cording Secretary; (standing left to right) Jerry Dobrowolsky (Auditor); Debra Skrabek (Calgary;
Bob Seychuk (Ottawa); Wilfred Szczesny, non-voting REC member; Larry Kleparchuk, Van-
couver; Bob Ivanochko, Regina; and Lily Stearns, Winnipeg. Not shown are: Pavlo Lopata,
REC Member; Larissa Stavroff, non-voting REC member; Clara Babiy, Welland; and Audi-
tors Vera Borusiewich and Bill Malnychuk.

the Association of United
Ukrainian Canadians were
given theright to speak, AGM
officers were selected. Cho-
sen were: DiannaK leparchuk
(British Columbia) — Chair;
Andrew Gregorovich (To-
ronto) Vice-Chair;
Bernardine Dobrowolsky (To-
ronto) — Recording Secre-
tary; Wilfred Szczesny (To-
ronto) — Vice-Recording Sec-
retary.

In addition to the minutes of
the 19th AGM, held virtually
through Go-to-Meeting on
March 7, 2015, Resident Ex-
ecutive Committee reports
were presented by President
Andrew Gregorovich, Mu-
seum Director Lyudmyla
Pogoryelova, Lands Develop-
ment Committee Chair Bob
Seychuk (who also presented
areport from the Investment
Committee), and LDC Con-
sultant Grant Morris.

A moment of silencefor de-
parted members preceded the
reports.

The lunch break was fol-
lowed by a presentation by
Andrew Gregorovich, who
spoke about the history of
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Ukrainian immigration to
Canada (including a “prehis-
tory” involving several known
individuals) and contributions
by Ukrainian immigrants and
their descendants to Canada.

Also presented in the after-
noon, by Nancy Stewart, was
the treasurer’s report. The
Audit Committeereport deliv-
ered by Jerry Dobrowolsky
confirmed that the bookswere
in order.

After consideration of the
Resident Executive Commit-
tee Note to Board Members,
elections to the Board of Di-
rectors were held. Elected
were Larry Kleparchuk
(Vancouver); Shirley Uhryn
(Edmonton); Debra Skrabek
(Calgary); Bob Ivanochko
(Regina); Lily Stearns (Winni-
peg); Clara Babiy
(Welland); and Bob Seychuk
(Ottawa).

Elected to the Resident Ex-
ecutive Committee were:
Lyudmyla Pogoryelova —
Museum Director; Andrew
Gregorovich — President;
George Borusiewich — Vice-
President and Vice-Recording

(Continued on Page 9.)

Shevchenko Museum
Opens “Promised Land”

Lyudmyla Pogoryelova, Di-
rector of the Taras H. Shev-
chenko Museum in Toronto,
reports that about 100 people
squeezed into the Museum on
the afternoon of Sunday, Sep-
tember 11, for the wine-and-
cheese reception officially
opening the exhibition “ Prom-

Larissa Staroffserved as
MC at the display opening.

Andrew Gregorovich,
President of the Shevchenko
Museum Board, spoke about
Ukrainian immigration to
Canada, and its significance
for this country.

ised Land — 125 Years of
Ukrainians in Canada’. The
visitorswere not disappointed.

The two main features of
the exhibition are adisplay of
photos of pioneer life, located
mainly on the first floor, and
an exhibition of contemporary
paintings on the theme of
Ukrainian immigration by
eleven living Ukrainian Cana-
dian artists, mainly on the sec-
ond floor. In addition, partici-
pants could view a brief
documentary film featuring
William Kurelek, read panels
of information about the
waves of immigration, and ex-
amine some of the permanent
exhibits.

The official opening cer-
emony took place on the sec-
ond floor of the Museum,
which is, unfortunately, not
wheelchair accessible, and is
difficult to reach for many
people with age or mobility is-
sues.

MC Larissa Stavroff,
newly elected to the director-
ship of the Museum, bade eve-
ryone welcome and com-
mented on the significance of
the event. Then sheintroduced
Andrew Gregorovich. Presi-
dent of the Shevchenko Mu-
seum Board.

Mr. Gregorovich spoke
about the history of Ukrainian
immigration to Canada, includ-
ing in hisremarksinformation
about the known Ukrainianin-
dividuals who came to this
country before 1891. Mr.
Gregorovich also listed a
number of contributions by
Ukrainians to Canada, and
achievements of Ukrainian
Canadians. For example, he

the Consulate of Ukraine
spoke during the ceremony.

RTEVERY" BB

N/
Rev. Dr. Cheri DiNovo,
Member of Provincial Parlia-
ment, spoke about her fami-
ly’s immigrant experience.

Darya Dychkowsky of the
Ukrainian Museum of
Canada, was among the
speakers.

i

4

Entertainment was provided by Moskitto Bar, atrio of Ahmed

.

Moneka from Baghdad, Iraq, on drum, Yura Rafaluik from
Lviv, Ukraine, on tsymbaly, and Tangi Ropars from Brittany,

France, on button accordion.

said that “wheat was the first
Ukrainian immigrant to
Canada’, and explained how
thestrain called Red Fifetrav-
elled from Ukraine to this
country.

Lyudmyla Davidowich of
the Ukrainian Consulate
spoke, as did Rev. Dr. Cheri
DiNovo, Member of Provin-
cial Parliament, Darya
Dychkowsky of the Ukrainian
Museum of Canada, and
Shevchenko Museum Direc-
tor Lyudmuyla Pogoryelova.

After Ms. Stavroff closed
the formal program with a
round of thanks to the many
peoplewho had contributed to
the success of the event, par-
ticipantsreturned to the main
floor for more wine and
cheese, and entertainment by
Moskitto Bar. The trio (com-
posed of Ahmed Monekafrom
Baghdad, Irag, on drum and
voice, Yura Rafaluik from
Lviv, Ukraine, on tsymbaly,
and Tangi Ropars from Brit-
tany, France, on button accor-
dion) kept their audience cap-
tivated for about a half hour.

G
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The last speaker of the pro-
gram was Shevchenko Mu-
seum Director Lyudmyla
Pogoryelova.

“Promised Land” continues
to November 30 at the Taras
Shevchenko Museum, 1614
Bloor Street West. Museum
hours are 10:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. on Monday to Wednes-
day and Friday, noon to 7:00
p.m. on Thursday, and by ap-
pointment on weekends and
holidays. There is no admis-
sion charge, but donations are
gratefully received.

— Wilfred Szczesny
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Tak bulo! That's How It Was!

In recognition that the event as being'hlld on Treaty 6
land, Chief Charles Wood with his wife, Mary, pronounced a
bilingual blessing.

: i
Bill and Shirley Uhryn, as Ivan and Marusia, provided an
element of continuity to the varied program.

% 5 |
The Trembita Choir appeared twice on the program, con-
ducted by Paul Greene

The presentation included aworkers’ demonstration, com-
plete with police action, to depict the social activism of the
early years.

Jars Balan of the CIUS, had
a unique approach to pre-
senting the four waves of im-
migration.

Continued from Page 5.)
shov?” (Why Didn’t You
Come?).

Jars Balan, after Chief
Charles Wood, the first
speaker on the program, fol-
lowed Strings of the Heart.
Mr. Balan, who is Coordina-
tor of the Kule Ukrainian Ca-
nadian Studies Centre at the
Canadian Institute of Ukrain-
ian Studiesit the University of
Alberta, addressed the first
and second Ukrainian immi-
grations on his first appear-
ance, and the third and fourth
immigrationsin his second.

He took an interesting ap-
proach to his task: instead of
writing something and reading
it, he selected and read a pas-
sage from the literature of
each immigration. One selec-
tion was from Myroslav
Irchan, a member of the
Ukrainian Labour-Farmer
Temple Association who |eft
Canada in 1929 to live in
Ukraine, where he was ex-
ecuted in 1937. Another selec-
tion was from a Ukrainian
Canadian priest who wrote
glowingly of the residential
schools which produced well-
behaved and disciplined abo-
riginal children, so much nicer
than the uncontrolled Ukrain-
ian Canadian youth.

In anod to labour activism
in the Ukrainian Canadian
community inthe early years,
a scene was staged depicting
a demonstration which was
attacked by police and which
ended in arrests.

In its two appearances, the
Trembita Choir was conducted
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by Paul Greene. Its first set
included “Dumy moyi” (My
Thoughts, words by Taras
Shevchenko). It also included
“This Land Is Your Land”,
which was sung first in Ukr-
ainian translation and then re-
verted to the English words.
The second set was one song:
“Sava pioneram”, a tribute
to the pioneers.

AUUC Edmonton Branch
children’s groups opened the
second half of the presenta-
tion. First was the Trembita
Kalyna Dance Group, with
“Molodi hutsulyata” (Young
Hutsuls). They were followed
by the Children’s Choir, con-
ducted by MarinaLavrinenko,
who did a selection of chil-
dren’s songs.

Myrna Kostash followed
the children’s groups, speak-
ing on “125 Years in Canada:
Time to Reboot the Narra-
tive”.

Ms. Kostash, who first
cameto our attention with the
publication of All of Baba's
Children, continues to chal-
lengeidealized views and un-
critical conformity in our
evaluation of ourselves and
our community. (Her com-
ments at “Tak bulo”, will be
printed in afuture issue.)

The final featured speaker
at “Tak bulo” was Larisa
Sembaliuk-Cheladyn, whose
topic was “The Evolution of
Ukrainian Embroidery in
Canada’.

Also addressing the audi-
ence were: Bob Seychuk, Na-
tional President of the AUUC;
Dave Wilson, Chair of the
Poltava Ensemble; and
AUUC Edmonton Branch
President Andrew Thompson.
As they followed the final
“Hopak”, these three speak-
erswereabit of an anticlimax.

Are the criticisms to be
made of “Tak bulo”? Sure.
But to do so would be an in-
sult to the excellent effort, the
successful effort, so many
people made to stage a com-
memoration worthy of the oc-
casion. Those people have
earned our congratul ations.

Particular recognition is
due to Shirley Uhryn, prime
mover and shaker for this
project, who can justly be
proud of her achievement and
that of her colleagues.

— Wilfred Szczesny

Strings of the Heart sang five number in two sets.
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Myrna Kostash presented a
thought-provoking perspec-
tive on the celebration.

Larissa Sembaliuk-
Cheladyn’s theme was the
evolution of Ukrainian em-
broidery in Canada

AUUC National President
Bob Seychuk addressed the
audience.

Dave Wilson, Chair of the
Poltava Ensemble, thanked
AUUC Edmonton Branch for
the invitation to participate.

AUUC Edmonton Branch
President closed the concert
with words of thanks.
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Festival Choir Launches CD

Choirs have been singing at
Winnipeg's Ukrainian Labour
Temple for most of that his-
toric building’s life. Mixed
choirsand youth choirs, men’s
and women’s choirs, chil-
dren’s and seniors’ choirs
havefilled the stage, and their
sound hasfilled the Hall.

Since 2005, the Festival
Choir of the AUUC has been
carrying on this choral tradi-
tion. Its eighteen members,
“rich in years” and in folk-

singing experience, make an
impressive sound. “ They may
look old, but they sound so
young,” says conductor
Vasilina Streltsov.

After the choir’s perform-
ance at Winnipeg's annual
“Doors Open” in May (when
visitorstour the city’s historic
buildings), a “troika” of its
singers — Walter Mirosh,
Nancy Kardash and Victor
Krenz — took the recorded

performance to a sound stu-
— Photo: Victor Krenz

dio, where the engineer
deemed the raw material
CD-worthy.

“We hadn’t planned to
record our performance
with any kind of high-end
equipment,” said project in-
stigator Walter Mirosh, “but
we had sung well, and when
| heard how good we
sounded on my recorder, |
knew we had to make some-
thing to give to our choir
members and supporters to
remember us by.”

With additional selections
from past performances and
input from the production
“troika”, the Festival Choir’s
CD was born.

At first talk of a CD, the
family of Constantine“Kosty”
Kostaniuk, who died in 2015
at age 99, asked to com-
memorate their father by cov-
ering the cost of not only the
CD’s production, but also the
celebration of its launch.

Kosty had been a dedicated
musician, beloved choir mem-
ber, and lifelong AUUC activ-
ist. His daughter Carmen

(Continued on Page 9.)

Ukrainian Canadian
Herald
Season’s Greetings

Remember your family and friends with a mes-

sage! Weinviteyouto expressseasonal greetingsthrough
an ad in the Ukrainian Canadian Herald, either in the
December, 2015, or the January, 2016, issue. One line
(nameand city) ontwo columnsisonly $10.00. A five-line
ad as shown is only $35.00. See the diagram on this

"DOORS OPEN" Performance

Ukrainian Labour Temple
May, 2016 Winnipeg
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Winnipeg'’s Festival Choir has produced their own CD of
Ukrainian folk songs. Artwork by choir member Victor Krenz.

Season’s Greeting
Ad sizes at Various Prices
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R2W 2K4
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e-mail: auuckobzar @mts.net
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Ukrainians and
Indigenous
Peoples

(Continued from Page 4.)
serve.

(Anecdotes that illustrate
the empathy and compassion
between the Cree and Ukr-
ainian peoples)

Cree neighbours of settlers
gave shelter in storms, helped
deliver babies, prepared natu-
ral medicines and exchanged
peltsfor blankets.

One author stated that the
indigenous people would give
freely or trade in Hudson’'s
Bay blankets, knives and
spoons for potatoes, butter
and eggs. Thefamily wasvery
kind to anyone who passed by,
to share ameal and spend the
night; this applied to indig-
enous peoples and other
passers-hy.

An immigrant family that
had madeit to Fort Edmonton
had used up all their money.
Therefore, they could not hire
a boat to transport them to
where they hoped to home-
stead. The father built a raft
which ran aground as heavy
snow began to fall. Cree peo-
ple noticed their plight, and
took theminto their home (an
old shack). There they were
given some tea and dry bis-
cuits to eat, and they gradu-
ally thawed out. They had
been saved by strangers.

A Ukrainian woman living
outside Fort Edmonton, had
walked into the settlement to
look for work. On her way
home, she got lost. An indig-
enous person found her, and
walked her back to the settle-
ment.

A Ukrainian farmer and his
wife would allow Cree peo-
ple from Saddle Lake and
Goodfish Lakereserves, inthe
event of inclement weather, to
camp in their yard, and even
sleep in their kitchen.

When driving cattle to wa-
ter during very cold winters,
aUkrainian was asked by the
indigenous neighbours to
come in and get warm. The
settler said they were very
friendly and alwayscalled him
“cousin”.

It was the plan of the fed-
eral government to transform
Cree people on the reserves
from hunters, fishers, trappers
and gatherers into farmers.
The Cree people were not
enthused about this assimila-
tion scheme, so the Indian
agent leased Saddle Lake re-
serve land to Ukrainian farm-
ers.

Into the 20th century — an
extract from the literature
tells of an indigenous person
selling whitefish to Ukrainian
housewivesin Edmonton, fur-
ther evidence of mutual con-
geniality.

(Reflections of a Saddle
Lake Cree elder’s association
with nearby Ukrainian neigh-
bours)

(Continued on Page 11.)
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(Continued from Page 8,)

Ostermann, speaking for her-
self and for sister Sonia and
brother Tim, said, “Because
of Dad's love and participa-
tion in the choir, we felt we
would like to make a small
contribution financialy so that
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— Photo: Victor Krenz

Festival Choir CD

of visiting, delectable refresh-
ments and, of course, music.

Conductor Streltsov, with
piano accompaniment by
Anna Khomenko, led every-
onein atypical vocal warm-
up and then in the singing of
“Last Night | Had the Strang-
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est Dream”. The Festival
Choir performed a song from
their CD before being pre-
sented with their copies.

As guests mingled, picked
up copies of the CD, and took
their time leaving, one was
heard to say, “ Thiswas agood
thing to do, and agood way to
spend an afternoon together.”

— Nancy Kardash

In memory of their father, Kosty Kostaniuk’s daughter and
long-time choir member Carmen Ostermann presents a do-
nation from the Kostaniuk family to underwrite the produc-
tion and launch of the Festival Choir’s CD.

all the choir could receivethis
gift. Thank you for keeping
our Ukrainian heritage alive.”

The CD was launched in
grand style on Sunday, Sep-
tember 25. Choir members,
family, friends and supporters
enjoyed a relaxing afternoon

— Photo: Joyce Krenz

I

.

'fe Festival Choir perfomed n of the CD songs —the popular folk song “Susidka” —

with gusto! As their conductor, Vasilina Streltsov, said, “ They still sound so young.”

— Photo: Victor Krenz

Along with the chance to relax in friend.lny company, guests were treated to sumptuous
refreshments on tables rich with Fall colours, attractively arranged by Isabel Mirosh, Lucy
Nykolyshyn and Jean Romanoski.

Shevchenko Museum AGM

(Continued from Page 6.)
Secretary; Nancy Stewart —
Treasurer; Bernardine
Daobrowolsky — Recording
Secretary; Pavlo Lopata —

Museum AGM banquet.

To the delight of the diners, KalynDar entertained at the

member; Larissa Stavroff and
Wilfred Szczesny — nonvot-
ing members. Bernardine
Dobrowolsky was confirmed
as the Foundation’s repre-

sentative to the National In-
vestment Committee.

Elected to the Audit Com-
mittee were Jerry Dobro-
wolsky, Bill Malnychuk and
Vera Borusiewich.

Election resultswill be sent
for endorsement by the
AUUC National Convention.

After it was agreed that the
next AGM will be a virtual
meeting in March, 2017, the
meeting was adjourned.

Participants had an oppor-
tunity to visit the Taras
Shevchenko Museum, just five
doors from the AUUC Cul-
tural Centre, to preview the
“Promised Land’ exhibition,
officially opened with awine-
and-cheese reception on Sep-
tember 11 (See the report on
Page 6.)

The day ended with a gen-
erous Ukrainian banquet ca-
tered by Baby Point Lounge.
Diners were pleasantly sur-
prised and impressed by the
entertainment — a trio from
KalynDar which included
Lyudmyla Pogoryelova.

— Wilfred Szczesny

Who, What, When, Where

Vancouver — Heart of the City Festival Concert
and Dinner will be held at the Ukrainian Cultural Centre,
805 East Pender Street, at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, November
6. General Admission: $25.00. For tickets, call (604)254-
3436.

* * *

Vancouver — Mini-Bazaar: Crafts, Baking, Perogy
Lunch, Cultural Display will be held 11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
on Saturday, November 19 and Sunday, November 20, at the
Ukrainian Cultural Centre, 805 East Pender Street.

* * *

Vancouver — Dovbush School of Ukrainian Dance
Recital will be held on Sunday, December 11, at 2:00 p.m.
at the Ukrainian Cultural Centre, 805 East Pender Street.
Tickets available at the door.

* * *

Vancouver — Malanka - Ukrainian New Y ear will be
celebrated on Saturday, January 21, at the Ukrainian Cul-
tural Centre, 805 East Pender Street. Doors open at 5:30
p.m. for cocktails. Cultural Performance at 6:15 p.m.
Tickets: $50.00. Reserve this date now.

* * *

Calgary — Calgary Ukrainian Hopak Ensemble will
stage Winter Concert: Celebrate the Season at 2:00 p.m.
on Sunday, December 4, at the Ukrainian Cultural Centre,
3316-28 Avenue SW. Tickets are $12.00 in advance, or
$15.00 at the door. Tickets are available by calling Darlene
at 403-271-2379.

* * *

Calgary — Calgary Ukrainian Hopak Ensemble will
host Malanka: A Ukrainian New Year's Celebration from
6:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 14, at the Ukrainian Cultural
Centre, 331628 Avenue SW. Reserve this date now, for an
evening of fun.

* * *

Winnipeg — AUUC Winnipeg Branch invites you to
a Fall Concert and Supper at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday,
November 6, attheUkrainian Labour Temple, 591 Pritchard
Avenue. Music, song and dancewill befollowed by adelicious
perogy supper. Adults — $20.00; 18 years and under, students
— $15.00; 5 years and under — free. Tickets in advance
available at Svitoch (621 Selkirk Avenue) or by calling
Gloria at 204 467 5043. Only a limited number of tickets
available at the door.

* * *

Winnipeg — AUUC Winnipeg Branch invites you to
Film Night, featuring this river, at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday,
November 24, at the Ukrainian Labour Temple, 591
Pritchard Avenue. Free admission, donations to AUUC
accepted. The film will be followed by a discussion, at-
tended by individualsinvolved in the making of thefilm.

* * *

Winnipeg— AUUC Winnipeg Branch invites you to
aXmasPotluck Party. Savethe date— Sunday, December
11 at 5:00 p.m.

Readers of the Ukrainian Canadian Herald are in-
vited to submit items of interest to the progressive
Ukrainian Canadian community for free listing in this
column. The deadline for material is the 10th of the
month preceding the month of publication.
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125th Ukrainian Canadian Anniversary

The first wave of Ukrainian settlement in Canada started in 1891, 125 years ago. As part of the commemoration
of this event, which we pinpoint as September 7, 1891, the Ukrainian Canadian Herald will publish an 8-instal-
ment series of articles discussing aspects of the Ukrainian Canadian experience. In this issue, we examine the
experience of the years of the Cold War following World War 1.

The Third Wave of
Ukrainian Settlement in
Canada

To understand the role of
the third wave in the history
of Ukrainian settlement in
Canada, it is first necessary
to look at the conditions that
gaverisetoit. Theimpetusfor
the third wave of Ukrainian
immigration to Canada (and
other countries) wasthe great
upheaval of the Second World
War. The particulars of the
third wave, its class make-up
anditspolitics, arisefrom the
conditions particular to the di-
vide between social and eco-
nomic systemsthat arose fol-
lowing the establishment of
socialism in Russia and Ukr-
ainefollowing the First World
War. The Second World War
intensified the anti-Soviet
spirit of theright-wing Ukrain-
ian “nationalist” forceswithin
Ukraine and abroad.

Victory in Europe

OnMay 7, 1945, theAllied
Powers accepted the uncon-
ditional surrender of Nazi Ger-
many, ending World War 11 in
Europe.

Thegreat struggle to defeat
fascism in Europe welded to-
gether countries of dissimilar
political and economic sys-
tems. On the one hand there
was the socialist Soviet Un-
ion, based on working class
political power and social
ownership of the productive
forces of society. Onthe other
hand were the capitalist coun-
tries of the United States,
Britain, Canada and France,
based on multiparty political
systems wedded to private
ownership of the productive
forces and the subordination
of labour to the interests of
capital.

The spirit of unity and fra-
ternity was short lived and
was soon to be consumed by
the chill of the Cold War.

The Nazi Devastation of
Ukraine

The Nazi occupation of
Ukraine devastated the coun-
try. Edgar Snow in The Pat-
tern of Soviet Power (Ran-
dom House, 1945) describes
it thisway:

“A relatively small part of
the Russian Soviet Republicit-
self was actually invaded, but
the whole Ukraine, whose
people were economically the
most advanced and numeri-
cally the second largest in the
Soviet Union, was devastated
from the Carpathian frontier
to the Donets and Don rivers,
where Russia proper begins.
No single European country
suffered deeper woundsto its
cities, itsindustry, itsfarmland

and its humanity.” (p. 73)

Toronto historian Orest
Subtelny in his Ukraine: A
History (University of To-
ronto Press, 1994) describes
the human loss:

“Even a cursory listing of
lossesreflectstheterribleim-
pact that the Second World
War had on Ukraine and its
inhabitants. About 5.3 million,
or one in six inhabitants of
Ukraine, perished in the con-
flict. Anadditional 2.3 million
had been shipped to Germany
to perform forced labor.” (p.
479).

The social, political and
economic roots of the
Third Wave

When World War |1 ended,
Germany held millions of for-
eigners (forced labour, prison-
ersof war, political prisoners).
Morethan two million of these
were Ukrainians, the majority
of them young girls and boys
torn from their families to
serve as slave labour in Ger-
many. Most of these returned
to the Soviet Union during the
repatriation process that fol-
lowed the war. However,
about 220,000 refused to re-
turnto aSoviet Ukraine. They
became the Ukrainian dis-
placed persons (DPs), form-
ing the largest political emi-
grationin Ukrainian history.

Those who refused to re-
turn did so mostly from politi-
cal motives. These were
émigréswith the political ob-
jective of opposing socialism
in Ukraine and, more broadly,
the Soviet Union. The ideol-
ogy of theseémigréslay inthe
various right-wing nationalist
movements that arose in the
first decade of the twentieth
century. Only one generation
separated the émigrés of the
1920s from the DPs of the
1940s, and the social and po-
litical connection between
these two emigrations was a
close one.

In September, 1939, 20,000
to 30,000 Western Ukrainians
moved to the German occu-
pied part of Poland. This
group was mostly comprised
of intelligentsia and students
involved in “nationalist”
organizations dedicated to
establishing an anti-Soviet
Ukraine.

Members of the Organiza-
tion of Ukrainian Nationalists
(OUN) were especially nu-
merous in the first group to
seek shelter under Nazi pro-
tection. The Ukrainian Cen-
tral Committee (UCC),
founded in Krakow, Poland, in
November, 1939, and the
Ukrainian National Alliance
(or UNO by its Ukrainian
name), founded in Berlin in

1933 and aligned with the
OUN, became major “ nation-
alist” organizations operating
in Germany and Poland dur-
ing World War II.

The Nazis viewed these
organizations asimportant for
their objectives in Ukraine,
both pre- and post-invasion.

The Immigration of the
Third Wave

Between 1947 and 1957,
over 35,000 Ukrainian refu-
gees made their way into
Canada. These refugees had
fought repatriation to the So-
viet Union after the war. The
fact that the western allies
(U.S., Britain, France) sus-
pended repatriation within a
year of the war’s end sig-
nalled achangein postwar re-
lations between the western
allies and the Soviet Union.

Thelargest number of Ukr-
ainian displaced persons re-
sided in the American zone of
occupation in Germany. Their
militant " nationalism” and
anti-communism was un-
doubtedly of interest to the
United States as it built its
postwar strategy to under-
mine the threat posed by the
resurgence of Communist
Partiesin liberated Europe.

Themilitant Ukrainian “na-
tionalists” of the DP camps
were one piece of this strat-
egy. The lengths to which the
U.S. waswilling to go can be
seen in its rescue of Klaus
Barbie, in 1947, from the
hands of the French security
services because of the value
he represented in intelligence
terms.

Massive migration out of
the DP camps did not begin
until 1947. The Canadian gov-
ernment by order-in-council
(6 June, 1947) provided for the
“immediate admission to
Canada of 5,000 individuals
from the displaced persons’
camps in Europe”. !

It isimportant to note that,
before any movement of Ukr-
ainians out of the camps, there
was one significant exception
— the movement of captured
members of the Galician Di-
vision to Britain. This took
place despite the objections of
the Soviet Union, and its de-
mand that they be returned for
their role in aiding the Nazi
aggression.

Of those transferred to Brit-
ain, 500 wereimmediately al-
lowed to join their familiesin

L “Immigration to Canada”
International Labour Re-
view LVI no. 3 (September
1947) cited in The Refugee
Experience: Ukrainian Dis-
placed Persons after World
War 1.

what was to become West
Germany. Others were al-
lowed to moveto Switzerland,
the south of France (where
there was a large colony of
Ukrainian “nationalists’) and
to fascist Spain. Members of
the Galician Division were to
make their way to Canada by
1951.

Between July 1, 1947, and
December 3, 1951, Canadian
immigration statisticsindicate
that 29,701 Ukrainian immi-
grants arrived from Europe.
Of these, 25,772 were identi-
fied as refugees. The others
(more than 3,400) did not
qualify as refugees as they
were re-immigrants from
Western Europe. In this num-
ber were former members of
the Galician Division who had
been biding their timein Brit-
ain.

Postwar Ukrainian immi-
gration to Canada continued
beyond December, 1951, as
refugees who had previously
immigrated to the countries of
Western Europe and Latin
Americanow wished to come
to Canada. Between 1945 and
the end of 1955, Canadianim-
migration authorities regis-
tered the arrival of 34,399
Ukrainians. Theseimmigrants
were largely destined to set-
tle in the industrial cities,
mines and bush country of
Ontario (47.1%) and Quebec
(20.6%).

The Cold War

The war against Nazi Ger-
many had united two opposite
social, economic and political
systems into one united front
for the defeat of fascism. The
Cold War, however, soon sup-
planted the victory over fas-
cism. In terms of Canadian
policy, the Ukrainian immi-
grants from the DP camps
would be useful inthe disrup-
tion of the Ukrainian left in
Canada, the left in general
and the progressive move-
mentsthat were responding to
the conditions after World War
.

Their anti-communism fit-
ted perfectly into theideol ogy
of the Cold War.

Therole played by theide-
ology of the third wave of im-
migrants is not some fanciful
interpretation of the left.
Those on the right freely
admit it. In Searching for
Place: Ukrainian Displaced
Persons, Canada and the
Migration of Memory,
Lubomyr Luciuk aptly identi-
fiestherole Ukrainians of the
third wave were to play:

“When Canada'scivil serv-
ants and gatekeepers some-
what reluctantly allowed for
an immigration of Ukrainian
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and other east European dis-
placed persons into the coun-
try, they did so more for eco-
nomic and political reason
than an expression of humani-
tarian good will. They also
had certain expectations about
the role these militantly anti-
communist and anti-Soviet
political refugees would play
in undermining theinfluence of
the Canadian left.”

As the first wave of Ukr-
ainians from the DP camps
began to arrive, the Cold War
was moving into high gear. In
1949, the Winnipeg Free Press
reported on the work of the
Ukrainian Workers League
(UWL) and itsanti-communist
campaign, in an article titled
“Call for Alertness: Ukrainian
Meet Warns of Communist
Menace”.? The Free Press
story reports on the UCC'’s
adoption of aUWL resolution
calling for “...all loyal Cana-
dian citizens to be on guard
against the destructive activi-
ties of Communist elements
carrying on subversive
work...”

The UWL was part of the
Ukrainian Canadian Commit-
tee (UCC, known as the
Ukrainian Canadian Congress
since 1989). The UCC was
formed during the war by the
Canadian government to unite
various right-wing and “na-
tionalist” forcesin the Ukrain-
ian Canadian community asa
counter-force to the Ukrain-
ian left.

In the postwar period, its
brand of Ukrainian “national -
ism” would bolster the Cold
War rhetoric and policy of
successive governments. In
turn, its ranks would be bol-
stered by the influx of new
Ukrainianimmigrants bringing
with them the “nationalist”
fervour and ideology of the
DP camps.

Method to the madness

Clearly the aim of organi-
zations such as the Ukrainian
Workers League was to in-
flame opinion against organi-
zationson theleft and, in this
case, the Ukrainian left and its
organized representative, the
Association of United Ukrain-
ian Canadians (AUUC).

In 1948, the AUUC had 32
Branches with about 1,000
members. The progressive
Ukrainian community had dis-
tinguished itself during the
war for its anti-fascist stands
(the Spanish Civil war and
mobilization inthe war against
Nazi Germany). The size and
strength of the Ukrainian left
posed asignificant problem to
the politics of the Cold War.

In the wake of WWII,
Canada, the U.S., Britain and
the countries of western Eu-
rope experienced a growing
people’s movement centred
around left organizations, with

(Continued on Page 11.)

2 Winnipeg Free Press,
December 12, 1949, pg. 3.
Cited in Press for Conver-
sion, March, 2016.
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JOIN US!

Join the AUUC community! Each
Branch has a unique schedule of
events and activities. Todiscover what
we have to offer, contact the AUUC in
your area:

AUUC NATIONAL OFFICE

National Executive Committee AUUC

595 Pritchard Avenue

Winnipeg MB R2W 2K4

Phone: 800-856-8242 Fax: (204) 589-3404
E-mail: mail @auuckobzar.net Web site: auuc.ca

VANCOUVER BRANCH

Ukrainian Cultural Centre

805 East Pender Street

Vancouver BC VG6A 1V9

Phone: (604) 254-3436 Fax: (604) 254-3436
E-mail: auucvancouver @tel us.net

Website: www.auucvancouver.ca

CALGARY BRANCH

Ukrainian Cultural Centre
3316-28 Avenue SW
CalgayAB T3EORS8

Phone: (403) 246-1231

E-mail: Calgary hopak @shaw.ca

EDMONTON BRANCH

UkrainianCentre
11018-97 Street
EdmontonAB T5H2M9
Phone: (780) 424-2037
E-mail:auucedm@tel us.net

Fax: (780) 424-2013

VEGREVILLEBRANCH

c/oLil Humeniuk

Box 481

VegrevilleAB T9C 1R6
Phone: (780) 632-3021

REGINA BRANCH

Ukrainian Cultural Centre

1809 Toronto Street

ReginaSK $AP1M7

Phone: (306) 522-1188 Website: www.poltava.ca

WINNIPEG BRANCH

UkrainianLabour Temple

591 Pritchard Avenue

WinnipegMB R2W2K4 ult-wpg.ca
Phone: (204) 582-9269  Fax: 589-3404

OTTAWA BRANCH

c/o Robert Seychuk

24 Attwood Crescent
OttawaON KZ2E 5A9
Phone: (613) 228-0990

TORONTO BRANCH

AUUC Cultural Centre

1604 Bloor Street West

TorontoON MG6P1A7

Phone: (416) 588-1639  Fax: 588-9180
auuctorontobranch@gmail.com

WELLAND BRANCH

UkrainianLabour Temple
342 Ontario Road
WellandON L3B5C5
Phone: (905) 732-5656

Ukrainians and
Indigenous
Peoples

(Continued from Page 8.)
His father was always fix-
ing wagons and sleighs and
shoeing horses for indigenous
peoples and other neighbours;
the Cree people never left
without having ameal.
Heworked in the village of
Vilna from March, 1968, to
March, 1971. He took room
and board from 1969-71 with
a Ukrainian widowed family.
He got along well with all the
ethnic peopleof thevillageand
the surrounding homesteads.
They were cordial and
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friendly. For recreation, he
fished, golfed and bowled with
many of them. As a young
Saddle Lake adult, he also
served as scoutmaster for the
Vilnayouth.

(The Strynadka family and
its integration with the
Goodfish Lake (Whitefish
Lake) Cree)

Some of the First Wave
Ukrainian immigrants choseto
marry indigenous Cree or
Métiswomen. This seemed to
be a natural outgrowth of
their congenial association.

Hrihory Strynadka, (1847-
1918) decided to immigrate to
Canada.

His descendant Nick K.
Strynadka (1915-1940) mar-

The Third Wave

(Continued from Page 10.)
left-wing partiesforming gov-
ernmentsin several countries.
The anti-communism of
Ukrainian “nationalism” would
serve very well the need to
push back against progressive
politics.

A dark chapter for
Canada

Formed in 1943 by direct
order of Adolf Hitler, the SS
Galicia Division was formed
of 13,000 troops (more than
40,000 volunteered). It saw
action against the Soviet army,
and was dispatched to help put
down partisan-led uprisingsin
Slovakia and the Balkan
states. The Galicia Division
has been implicated in mass
executions of Ukrainians,
Jews and Poles. The Nurem-
burg Military Tribunal de-
clared the SS (and by impli-
cation the Waffen SS of which
the Galician Division was
part) acriminal organization .

After the war, some 3,000
members of the Division —
actually prisoners of war —
were moved to Britain to avoid
demands by the Soviet Union
that they be returned to face
punishment for their actionsin
the war.

The Ukrainian DPsallowed
into Canada before 1950 did
not include members of the
Galician Division. Efforts by
the right-wing of the Ukrain-
ian Canadian community to
bring them to Canada began
in October 1947.

Repeatedly sections of the
Ukrainian “nationalist” com-
munities petitioned their Mem-
bers of Parliament to allow
members of the Division to
enter Canada. In June, 1950,
the Liberal government of
Canada, led by Louis St.
Laurent, gave its approval.
Surely, it said, no one would
object to bringing in these
“refugees from Soviet com-
munism”, especially as the

8 Canadian Jewish Con-
gress Papers cited in “Old
Wounds: Jews, Ukrainians and
the Hunt for Nazi War Crimi-
nalsin Canada

Cold War had broken out into
a“hot” war in Korea, and Ca-
nadian troops were under fire
fighting the communists of
North Korea and China.

The Government’sdecision
was immediately denounced
by the Montreal Gazette
which exposed the Nazi his-
tory of the Division. Jewish
Canadian |leaders denounced
the decision, as did the Asso-
ciation of United Ukrainian
Canadians, whichwroteto the
Minister noting: “All of them
(Division members) were vol-
unteers who responded to the
call of the ‘Fuehrer’ to come
and defend the ‘ Greater Ger-
many’ and the ‘New Order’
when Germany was on itslast
legs.”®

The AUUC offered to as-
sist the Canadian Jewish Con-
gress (CJC) with information
on the Galician Division.
However, the chill of the Cold
War prevented any coopera-
tion. The CJC, concerned
about theAUUC'sposition on
the Ukrainian left and having
just purged itself of the left-
wing United Jewish People’s
Order, refused any coopera-
tion with the AUUC.

Unmoved by the opposition
toitsdecision, and refusing to
consider the decision of the
Nuremburg court that the SS
was a criminal organization,
the Liberal government admit-
ted members of the Galician
Division to Canada.

It was not until the
Deschénes Commission was
established in 1985 by Brian
Mulroney that Nazi war crimi-
nals in Canada again became
an issue and focus was once
more turned to the Ukrainian
immigrants of the postwar
period.

The Past informs the
Present

The end of the Cold War did
not diminish the role of Ukr-
ainian “nationalism” as a po-
litical tool. The same politics
are at the centre of the civil
war in Ukraine and the con-
frontation between the West
and Russia over that country.

— Glenn Michalchuk
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ried Dora Bull (1915) of the
Goodfish Lake Cree commu-
nity. Their son was Arnold
Strynadka (1940-2011).

When Nick died at age 25,
the Cree community rallied
around the bereaved family
and helped them along through
acritical period. WhenArnold
expired in 2011, he was hon-
oured with a traditional Cree
ceremony, and buried in the
Goodfish Lake reserve cem-
etery.

John Strynadka, who
passed most of hislifein Ed-
monton, was bornin 1910 and
diedin 2012. During the post-
Cold War period, he led pro-
testers, who were opposed to
the U.S. testing cruise missiles
in the North West Territories
and Alberta. When he died,
his library, which included
many indigenous titles, was
donated to the Faculty of Na-
tive Studies.

Harry, a cousin to Arnold,
proudly spoke about his
knowledge of Chief Reuben
Bull, a traditional leader of
Goodfish Lake and founding
member of the Indian Asso-
ciation of Alberta.

— Roy Lynn Piepenburg

Happy
Birthday,

annds!

The Edmonton AUUC
Senior Citizens' Club
wishesahappy birthday tothe
celebrant of November:

Marth Ursuliak

May you have good health,
happinessand adaily sense of
accomplishment as you go
throughlife.

The Toronto AUUC Sen-
ior Citizens Club extends
best birthday wishes to No-
vember celebrant:

Anne Magus

May good health and happi-
ness be yours in the coming
year!

The Welland Shevchenko
Senior sextend ahappy birth-
day wish to November cel-
ebrants:

Alex Babiy
Mike Kereluk
Katie Mackenzie

May the coming year bring
you all the best in health and
happiness!
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“Mosaic” Celebration in Vancouver

On June 26, in celebration
of the 125th anniversary of
Ukrainian immigration to
Canada, the Dovbush Danc-
ers, under the direction of
Debbie Karraswith the assist-
ance of Janice Beck and
Caitlynn Schell and the
mentorship of Serguei
Makarov, mounted their first
full scale production.

The evening was called
Mosaic, and the vision wasto
honour and share the diversity
and beauty of Ukrainian
dance, costume and music,
alongside a retrospective of
the history of Canadian Ukr-
ainian pioneers.

In North Vancouver’s Cen-
tennial Theatre, the audience
was a buzz of anticipation.
Thelobby featured displays of
Ukrainian arts and crafts and
photos of the artists, and the
energy was high as the
crowds entered the audito-
rium.

The show opened to a full
house, with the audience be-
ing greeted by the gracious
and knowledgeable M aster of
Ceremonies, Libby Griffin.
Two beautifully painted floral
panels by the very talented
Oksana Gaidasheva graced
the stage.

The dancing began with
“My z Ukrainy” (We are
from Ukraine), a traditional
welcome dance, choreo-
graphed by Pavlo Virsky, that
features beautiful costumes
and the varied dance styles of
the different regions of
Ukraine.

Thefeeling of joy and com-
munity among the dancers, in
conjunction with the flawless
execution of the steps, set the
tone for the whole evening.

When the bread and salt
were presented with such
genuine generosity of spirit, it
felt like a timeless moment
that has been shared by peo-
ple throughout generations.

The audience truly felt wel-
comed and a connection was
made.

With enthusiastic applause,
the evening continued, and the
audience was led through a
journey of history, dance and
music. This included the
fabulous guest performers;
Vostok, singing haunting tra-
ditional melodiesin beautiful
a cappella harmonies; The
Wheat in the Barley, with
crowd pleasing traditional folk
melodies; and the talented
Tropak and Druzhba Dancers,
gracing the stage with avari-
ety of dancesranging fromthe
high energy to thelyrical.

The dances chosen for the
program also reflected the di-
versity of Ukrainian regional
culture. Choreography in-
cluded pieces from Volyn,
Transcarpathia, Bukovina,
Hutsulschyna, and Poltava, as
well as character dances and
amen’sdance and awomen’s
dance.

“Kolomeyky”, a Western
Ukrainian dance suite, ended
thefirst half of the show, dedi-

Free Admission

IVAN FRANKO
MUSEUM

200 McGregor Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2W 5L6
(204) 585-4397

by appointment only

Welcome to the only
Taras Shevchenko Museum in the Americas!

10:00 am to 4:00 pm

3anpoutyemo 0o Eounozo na AmepukancobKomy
Konmunenmi Myszerwo Tapaca Illeeuenxal
Open Monday to Friday =

Weekends and Holidays by Appointment

Free Admission — Donation Appreciated

3asimatime 0o nac 3a adpecoio:
Taras Shevchenko Museum
1614 Bloor Street West « Toronto,
ON M6P 1A7 * Phone: 416-534-8662
Abo sidsidaiime naui 6eG-cmopinky Ha
www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum

cated to the first immigrants
to Canada, most of whom
were from this part of Ukr-
aine.

A video presentation, nar-
rated by Libby Griffin, paid
tribute to the history of Ukr-
ainiansin Canada.

Another highlight of the
program was the opening
number of the second act, “Na
hutsulsky poloniniy”, which
Dovbush learned in Kyiv in
2013. This piece has a special
connection to the dancers, as
the rituals it showcases have
adirect connection to Oleksa
Dovbush, the group’s name-
sake.

Backstage, the Dovbush
Dancers were in a flurry of
organized chaos. Rehearsals
for the show had begun at
noon that same day, and the
dancers had already danced
the full show before the audi-
ence arrived.

Costumes were meticu-
lously laid out on racks and
tables in the order of quick
changes, discarded costumes
being hung by ateam of dedi-
cated volunteers.

Dancers breathed heavily
asthey left the stage, jumping
up and down in nervous an-
ticipation as they prepared to
re-enter.

Dancers, between dances,
either slumped in exhaustion,
quickly reviewing their next
dance or frantically changed
costumes, from boots to head
pieces. Dressers checked that
all hooks were fastened and
every hair was in place.

Everyone had an eye on the
progress of the show, so that
not a cue would be missed.

Timeflew by, and it seemed
asif the show hasjust started
when it was time for the fi-
nale — the “Virsky Hopak”.
This wonderful dance is a
showcase of the richness and
strength of the Ukrainian
spirit. The dancers all gath-
eredin ahuddle, pinky fingers
linked.

“Thisisit,” someonewhis-
pered. “It’s time for the
Hopak. Let's do it!” The
dancers got into starting posi-
tion, like race horses at the
gate, and with the opening cre-
scendo they exploded onto the
stagein aburst of energy, high
spiritsand brilliant colours.

Having had the privilege of
being both an audience mem-
ber and a performer, | have
to say that you can really feel
that the connection runs both
ways. The dancers are as
touched by a supportive audi-
ence as an audience member
can be touched by a per-
former, and this audience was
amazing. Asthe hopak began,
the audience started cheering
and clapping, and by the end
of the dance the whole audi-
torium was on its feet in
shared experience.

Danceand music can really
connect people in a magic-
al way and | believe, for this
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reason, that the Ukrainian
community will continueinto
the future, building under-
standing and bringing people
together.

A video is being produced
of the Dovbush Dancers
show Mosaic. To purchase
your copy of this DVD,

please visit https://
squareup.com/store/auuc-
vancouver. To contribute to
our Go Fund, a campaign to
help finance the project,
please visit https://
www.gofundme.com/
Dovbush

— Toresa Ewanuick

JoKeTiMe

During avisit to the mental
asylum, a visitor asked the
Director what the criterion
was which defined whether or
not a patient should beinstitu-
tionalized.

“Well,” said the Director,
“wefill up abathtub, and then
we offer ateaspoon, a teacup

and abucket to the patient and
ask him or her to empty the
bathtub.”

“Oh, | understand,” said the
visitor. “A normal person
would use the bucket because
it's bigger than the spoon or
the teacup.”

“No.” said the Director, “A
normal person would pull the
plug. Do you want a bed near
the window?’



